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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Harry Shubin on March 1, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: in claim 3, "L3 per 2" has been 
changed to -L3 and 2~. In claim 4, "per 30" has been changed to -and 30-. 

The abstract has been replaced with the following abstract: 
-The present invention relates to a coated metal surface comprising, 
successively: a layer (1 ) of epoxy primer placed next to the metal, a layer (2) of binder 
comprising 98 to 50 parts by weight of at least one fluoropolymer L3, and 2 to 50 parts, 
respectively, of at least one. polymer chosen from acrylic polymers L1 and polymers L2 
which are fluoropolymers chemically modified by a partial dehydrofluorination followed 
by an oxidation, and a layer (3) of fluoropolymer. According to a first variant, the 
coating does not comprise the layer (3). According to a second variant, the coating 
does not comprise the layer of primer (1 ), and the layer of binder necessarily contains 
the polymer L2 . According to a third variant, the coating does not comprise the layer 
(2), and the layer (1 ) comprises a mixture of epoxy primer and polymer L2. - 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: a reasonable 
search of the prior art of record failed to reveal the instantly claimed limitations. Carson 
et al. disclose a layer of epoxy followed by a layer of fluoropolymer that can also contain 
other polymers. However, Carson et al. do not teach or disclose a mixture or blend of 
fluoropolymers, much less fluoropolymers chemically modified by a partial 
dehydrofluorination followed by an oxidation. Applicant submitted a proper IDS 
(January 15, 2004) that cited a French document corresponding to a copending, 
commonly assigned application (09/575368). This application discloses a method of 
improving adhesion of a fluoropolymer to a metal surface by a method as in the instant 
application. However, this application does not teach or disclose a blend of 
fluoropolymers and a primer layer, nor does it teach or disclose mixing an epoxy with 
the fluoropolymer. Therefore, as Carson et al. do not teach or disclose a modified 
fluoropolymeror a layer with a blend of fluoropolymers, and 09/575368 does not teach 
or disclose a blend of fluoropolymers or an epoxy with a fluoropolymer, it does not 
appear that there exists a case of primae facie obviousness concerning these 
documents. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher M. Keehan whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-1087. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, from 6:30 
to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu S. Jagannathan can be reached on 571-272-1 1 19. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christopher Keehan ^^^\d j buttner 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 

March 1 , 2004 



